Survival of a child without sequelae after tracheoarterial fistula.
Tracheoarterial fistula (TAF) involves erosion through the tracheal wall into the innominate artery resulting in bleeding. It is a rare but lethal complication of tracheostomy. Mortality is 100% without operative interference. Even with appropriate management, a survival rate of only 14.3% has been reported. We report a case of TAF in a child, where rapid institution of resuscitative and operative measures resulted in survival. Initial temporary control of bleeding was achieved by hyperinflation of cuff. Computed tomography (CT) angiography confirmed the diagnosis. The damaged segment of the eroded artery was resected and ligated. This case highlights the role of early diagnosis and prompt aggressive therapy for management of this potentially lethal complication.